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BACKGROUND

Disasters leave behind devastation and misery. The effect is
more when there is lack of preparedness and capacity. Most
of the time afler disasters there is utter chaos and
helplessness for both the victims as well as the management.
People of Kashmir faced a similar situation when the
earthquake of 7.6 on Richter scale hit the Kashmir Valley at
9:28 am on 8" October 2005 with its epicentre at
Muzaffarabad. Being the worst disaster of the century for this
area it took toll on thousands of human lives and rendered
most of the people homeless. People were traumatised and
shocked by a record number of 978 after shocks measuring
from 4.0 to 6.2 on Richter scale, The earthquake changed the
demography of the area. The local construction could not
sustain the joits and jerks and most of the buildings,
residential, schools and offices collapsed into rubble throwing
life out of gear,

Both government and civil society worked ftirelessly in
providing rellef to the survivors. Indian Army also joined the
local government fo respond immediately to evacuate and
airlift the injured thus saving hundreds of lives otherwise the
death toll would have been much more. Within a week's time
several national and international organisations arrived on the
spot for rescue and recovery.

Besides the materal support people of the earthquake hit
area, local governmental and non governmental
organisations received nch and vaned academic and
technical skills gathered from across the country as well as
overseas building their capacity to deal with such
eventualities in future. Local Government also learnt a lesson
and framed paolicies and created mechanisms that will help in
dealing with any disaster situation in future.

After almost four years of recovery and rehabilitation, situation
in earthquake hit J&K has improved considerably. Retrofitting
and reconstruction is near completion and it is in a stage of
fransition from recovery to development. The earthquake hit
remote areas of Uri and Tangdar are better rebuilt than they

were before the earthquake however, there is lot more to be done
and the efforts for this are underway.

It is the right time that the development proceeds on B3 principles
that is BUILD-BACK-BETTER through BEST efforts that reduce the
vulnerability of the people and don't rebuild the risk. With this
background a state level seminar is being organised by CEE and
Welthungerhilfe to bring the experts. educators, planners, disaster
managers, civil society and other stake holders on a platform to
discuss suitable strategies for right kind of development that leads to
risk reduction and sustainability.

OBJECTIVE

This seminar is being organised to share experiences of varous
slakeholders during the relief and rehabilitation in earthquake
affected areas of Kashmir and to develop a roadmap towards
building resilience for natural disasters including the climate change
impacts,

PARTICIPANTS

Local and Mational NGOs involved in earthquake response in
Jammu & Kashmir, concemed J&K Government Departments,
District Administration from Baramulla, Kupwara, Rajouri & Poonch
Districts, Support Agencies and Technical Experis from
NIDM/NDMA.

EXPECTED OUTCOMES

1. Review of state of recovery and rehabilitation after 4 years of
Kashmir earthquake with special focus on education, health and
livelihoods restoration

2. |dentification of the gaps and needs for transition from recovery to
development phase

3. Contingency planning and preparedness - identification of major
stakeholders and their roles

4. Capacity building needs for resilience towards natural disasters
and climate change

5. Experience sharing and lessons leamed by various humanitarian
agencies working in Kashmir.



\/ i =M
* Registration
+ Welcome and Introduction to Seminar
» Keynole address

TEA BREAK

Panel Discussion |

# Rehabilitation & Recovery - Education
Panel Discussion Il

» Rehabilitation & Recovery - Health

LUNCH BREAK

AFTERNOQON

Panel Discussion Il
= Rehabilitation & Recovery -
® |nfrastructure & Livelihoods

TEA BREAK
e Lessons learned & Best practices
NGOs/INGOs (presentations)

Ms. Lata Raman

Program Manager

Welthungerhilfe Regional office South Asia
Phone: +91-11-40520143

Mobile: +31-9810501665

lata raman@welthungerhilfe.de

Wethungerhilfe (former German Agro Action GAA) was founded in 1962 as
the national committee of the "Freedom from Hunger Campaign® set up by the
United Nations Food and Agricultural Organisation (FAQ). The Organisation's
vision is the effective combat of hunger and poverty and overall objective of
the project is food security. Welthungerhilfe's visian is effective combat of
hunger and poverty and overall objective is Food Securily.

Weithungerhilfe believes the needs, interasts and rights of poor people in rural
areas should be assigned greater importance al all levels, and the awareness
of the causes and consequences of hunger and poverty must create the space
for effective practical and political action. Humanitanan assistance and
response to unprecedented natural disasters is also one of the focus of
Welthungerhilfa.

Welthungerhilfe Regional office South Asia
B-4 Greater Kailash Enclave Par ll

MNew Delhi 110 048, India

Phone: +91-11-405201311321 341139

www. wellhungerhilfe.de

www, welthungerhilfe-southasia.org
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Dr. Rashmi Gangwar
Programme Co-ordinator

CEE Himalaya

Phone; +91-522-2716859
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rashmi.gangwar(@cesindia.org

Centre for Environment Education (CEE) is a national institulion established in
1884, supported by the Union Ministry of Environment & Forests as 'Centre of
Exceienca for Environmental Education’. Its primary objective is to improve public
awareness and understanding of environmental issues with a view o promole the
conservation of nature and natural resources.

CEE Himalaya is the Himalayan Initiative of CEE which was initiated during the
'International Year of Mountains' in 2002 with an aim to increase awarenass and
undarstanding of mountain communities about environmental issues in their
fragile ecosystems of Indian Himalayan Region and fry to achieve sustainability
through education for sustainable development (ESD). Working in parinership
with local organizations CEE Himalaya has focus on disaster risk reduction &
preparedness education, conservation and management of natural resource,
sustainable livelihoods, capacity bullding and networking.

CEE Himalaya

Kanli Bagh, Baba Rishi Road
Baramulla 193101

Jammu & Kashmir. India
Phone: +91-1952-2 10440,
ceshimalaya@cesindia.org
www.ceshimalaya.ong




